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PRESENT: 
Chair      Bruce Manning  
Committee members: 
Community representatives  Chris Gunby  
     Bill Payne 
     Jane Mouritz 
     Neil Worrell 
City of Albany    Andrew Sharpe 
     Michael Cole 
UWA     Paul Close 
Department of Transport  Noel Chambers 
 
SPA – Port of Albany staff: 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)  Nicolas Fertin (Via video conference) 
General Manager (GM)  Brad Williamson 
Environment Manager  Paul Mackey 
Environment Officer   Rachael Goetze 
Administration Officer  Denise Fisher 
Board member    Cass Porter 
 
APOLOGIES: 
Neville Welsh, Simon Lyas 
 
Welcome 
Bruce Manning (Chair) 
Welcome to Nicolas Fertin (CEO) who has joined the meeting via video conference. 
Raechel Ellis from Marshall Family Law has resigned as a member. She has moved to Perth for work 
purposes. 

Confirmation of minutes (Previous meeting) 
Previous minutes from 10 November 2015 and minutes from Port Tour on 9 February 2016 were 
moved and second. 

Matters arising from minutes 
No actions from previous meeting. 

Background and future of heritage listed pilot cottages 
Brad Williamson (General Manager) and Rachael Goetze (Environment Officer) 
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Brad presented a PowerPoint with pictures of the previously leased site by SGT (Seed and Grain 
Technology) and pilot cottages. SGT have recently removed their silos and equipment and cleaned 
up the site. The pilot cottages next to this were also leased by SGT and are owned by the port. 
 
Back ground 

The cottages were constructed to provide accommodation for officers guiding vessels in and out of 
Princess Royal Harbour from 1853 - 1936 and are one of the earliest pilot stations in WA. The 
cottages were heritage listed in February 2002. 

Brad gave an overview of the cottages and condition. The concrete from SGT will be removed. The 
previous caretaker from SGT has continued to stay in the cottages as a caretaker for the Port. 

The City of Albany is considering promoting the Middleton Beach walk, to be named 'The Shipping 
Lane', as a major feature of Albany's heritage. At this stage the port does not have a definite idea 
on what to do with the pilot cottages, a suggestion is 'The Shipping Lane' could somehow be linked 
in with them. Brad has raised this during the meeting as the port is open to ideas. The cottages are 
a huge asset for Albany. 

Q: Can the cottages be moved? 
A: Brad responded as the cottages are heritage listed it is preferable not to move them. 

Q: What is the zoning of the land? 
A: Brad responded it is zoned for port industry. 

Nicolas added there is a similar situation across all ports and there was a good opportunity to find a 
suitable community use for the buildings. The last thing we want is for heritage listed assets to 
disappear. 

Bruce Manning commented 'The Shipping Lane' is a fantastic idea. 

Suggested topic for next meeting 
All members 
The Chair suggested the General Manager discuss the use of the port by the fishing industry. 

Current and new projects update 
Brad Williamson (General Manager) 
Brad spoke of new trades that are returning to the port. 

• The log trade is returning short term to Lot 60. The logs are dependent on pine availability that 
is being harvested in the region. 

• Biomass pellet trade has been delayed, the port is still dealing with them. 

• Mineral products trade is in early days of discussion. We will see what develops and there may 
be more information at the next meeting. 

• Grain exporter Vicstock, who lease the land and have converted the old biomass pellet shed to 
suit grain, have a relationship with Chinese farms to transport grain into the port for export. 
There will be an announcement of what they are doing in the near future. 

• The port is in the process of installing CCTV to meet Custom requirements. 

Southern Ports Authority update 
Nicolas Fertin (Chief Executive Officer) 
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A couple of initiatives have commenced within Southern Ports Authority. We are strengthening the 
HR team and safety initiatives across the three ports. There is a tender running to supply towage 
across the two ports. A future trade of lithium is being explored. 

Harbour Master update Sean Bolt (Harbour Master) 
Apologies from Sean as he has a 4:30am start tomorrow. Brad presented for Sean a PowerPoint of 
the new cardinal marker buoy (safe water to the West) for 'Gio Batta' reef near Michaelmas Island, 
which will be installed this week. The area is only 5 meters minimum in depth. 

Environmental update 
Paul Mackey (Environment Manager) 
The port is partnering with Department of Fisheries regarding a pilot program for introduced 
marine species detection using DNA meta-barcoding. 

The ports Environment staff are partnering once again with Department of Fisheries to host a stall 
at the Great Southern Science Council - Science Rock Career Expo. Students and community from 
the region will be attending. 

Grange approvals from 2010 have expired. There are three primary approvals through the State and 
Commonwealth. Two have been extended a further 5 years until 2020. The Sea Dumping permit is 
in progress. 

Media 
Brad Williamson (General Manager) 
Brad presented a Media PowerPoint of the recent articles in the Albany Advertiser, Great Southern 
Weekender and ABC online and radio. 

Q: Do you still do the Port Talk on the radio every Wednesday? 
A: Brad responded there have been changes to the ABC Radio Rural's format, with it now being 
transmitted to Bunbury on alternative weeks. It was felt that Bunbury did not want to hear what 
was happening within the Albany Port so the session was cancelled. The ABC also expressed a 
preference to change the format so there were not so many regular (non ABC) presenters on the 
program. 

Nicolas suggested maybe the talk could now incorporate Bunbury Port as well. Jane Mouritz 
suggested maybe offer to talk once a month instead of weekly. It is useful information for the 
public and farming community. Brad will follow up. 

Re-nomination of PoA CCC members / New Terms of Reference 
Brad Williamson (General Manager) 
Brad reported the six expiring committee members have been reappointed for a subsequent term 
of two years. 
 
The new Term of Reference came out a week after the above appointments, with a change to 
members now need to be approved by the Southern Ports Authority Board. 

Community communication and feedback 
All members 

Q: There are rumours the Chinese faming group owe money in the town. Is this affecting the port? 

A: Brad explained the legal structure for Vicstock, which is Australian owned, and other Chinese 
entities. The port is not owed any money from Vicstock and has a good relationship with Vicstock. 
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Q: There has recently been email traffic through UWA channels about using Albany as a departure 
point for vessels to Antarctic. Has the port heard anything about this? 

A: Brad responded. This has come up previously in 2005, with a Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Committee considering using Albany as an Antarctic supply base. This industry is serviced from 
Hobart with a dedicated Antarctic Centre. It is unlikely that this would move from Hobart. 
 
Michael Cole, City of Albany left the meeting. 
 
Q: CBH has in the last 3 to 4 weeks had a media release regarding the expansion of the receival 
point at Down Road. What is your understanding of the road transport? The cost of the Ring Road 
has changed significantly. With the election coming up, an increase in heavy haulage will give a 
strong argument for 
this. 
A: Brad responded. The Port of Albany has commissioned a consultant to study road/rail freight 
projections for Albany and Esperance. There will be a more accurate answer in 6 weeks. I am not 
aware of any significant change to the road/rail mix. 

Andrew Sharpe, City of Albany left the meeting. 

Question and Answer Session All members 
The Chair spoke to each member asking if they had any questions or feedback they would like to 
make. 

Q: A query with ashes being spread on harbour, is there a policy or does the port get involvement? 
A: Paul responded, under legislation a permit is required under the Commonwealth legislation. This 
is not a port matter. 

Q: Has there been any changes with the concerns housing on foreshore? 
A: Brad responded. He has seen no published results or official feedback from the City of Albany. 
Brad thought the City are finalising Middleton Beach issues as a priority. 

Suggestion to add to the agenda for future meeting. 

Suggestion was put forward regarding the two pilot cottages. People stand on board walk and it can 
get fairly congested. Maybe open up where the silos were as a parking area. The cottages could also 
be included in walk that loops them with the old lighthouse then back to the walkway. 

Brad mentioned there are four meetings a year, which was set when the port was involved in major 
expansions. As there is not much business to discuss, it was suggested to skip the next meeting on 
the 9 August with the next meeting being on the 8 November 2016. Brad to decide closer to the 
date. 

Meeting closed 6:00 pm 
 


