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PRESENT: 
Chair      Bruce Manning  
Committee members: 
Community representatives  Chris Gunby  
     Jane Mouritz 
     Simon Lyas 
City of Albany    Paul Camins 
Department of Transport  Noel Chambers 
 
SPA – Port of Albany staff: 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)  Nicolas Fertin  
Business Development Manager Simon Fretton 
Acting Harbour Master  Sumanth Surendran 
Environment Manager  Paul Mackey 
Environment Officer   Rachael Goetze 
Administration Officer  Denise Fisher 
Board member    Cass Porter 
 
APOLOGIES: 
Andrew Sharp (CoA), Garry Wellstead, Bill Payne 
 
Item 3  Topic for the meeting 

Sea Dumping Permit for Southdown Joint Venture (re-application) 
Paul Mackey, Environment Manager, presented a power point on SDJV project update. 
 

3 Primary Approvals 
State Ministerial Approval – 5 year extension granted until Q4 2020 
EPBC Approval  - 5 year extension granted until Q4 2020 
Sea Dumping Permit – no process to extend. Expired Dec 2015. 

Re-application (like-for-like) currently underway for SDP 
Required additional sediment sampling for verification 
 

Sediment verification sampling and analysis plan (SAP) 
Implemented June 2016 
10 sites sampled, 23 samples taken (focused on CoC = multiple lines of historic evidence) 
Analysed for heavy metals, organotins (TBT) 
All results were below the NAGD guidelines (i.e clean sediment) 

 
 
Process Overview 

 

 

 

PORT OF ALBANY COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of meeting held in Southern Ports Authority (SPA) - Port of Albany Board Room  

5pm, Tuesday 8 November 2016 
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1. Draft SAP submitted – approved by Commonwealth 
2. Final SAP (sampling & analysis) 
3. Implementation Report (Results) 
4. Consultation (EPA & PCCC) 
5. Submit for Technical Assessment by Commonwealth & Independent Peer Review 
6. Draft Sea Dumping Permit (Public Comment)  

 *Points 4 & 5 Undertaken In Parallel  
 
Question:  Why continue with the permits? 
Answer:  SDJV are committed, still continuing with seagrass monitoring, spending money and 
maintain their local Community Liaison Manager. When the market picks up and economics 
improve, SDJV will make an investment decision. 
 
Question:  Since the capital approval, the port has used the disposal site for maintenance 
disposal – is there any opportunity to assess the retention of that material and/or success of the 
site for that purpose (i.e. lessons learned)? 
Answer:  Yes, we have asked the practical experts in the field similar questions and they 
assure us that the miniscule volumes currently placed over such a large area would be well below 
the levels of survey detection and therefore, indeterminable using current survey technology and 
techniques. 
 
Paul would welcome feedback on the permit application.  Paul.mackey@southernports.com.au 
 
Item 4  Suggested topic for next meeting 
Noel Chambers suggested the CoA present the surf reef at Middleton Beach as a topic. Paul Camins 
mentioned it is currently being presented to the council and suggests to wait for the feedback. 
Maybe in a couple of meetings.  
 
Item 5  Current and new projects update 

Simon Fretton (Business Development Manager) 
A report on projects included within the current financial year follows.  The projects described are 
land-based as marine issues will be covered by the Acting Harbour Master. 

1. Upgrade of Gate 1 – purpose is to improve the geometry, update the operating technology 
and align the new infrastructure with completed CCTV coverage; 

2. CCTV upgrade – works were completed a few months ago and purpose is to meet 
requirements of new Federal legislation covering port security; 

3. Port theatre roof bracing works – following the recent re-sheeting contract it is necessary to 
complete additional bracing of roof trusses and works are scheduled for the following three 
months; 

4. Sewer extension for lots including Port theatre – the timing of these works is designed to 
enable the completion of needed works before development of the Waterfront occurs 
which could cause delays and possible cost increase; 

5. Administration Office renovations – purpose is to provide additional space for new staff and 
visiting SPA staff including improving of access and security for the general public and staff 
and once complete regular visitors to the office will notice improvements;  
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Item 6  Southern Ports Authority update 
  Nicolas Fertin, Chief Executive Officer  
SPA is conducting a noise and traffic study which will probably take another month to complete. 
Any development along the transport corridor or close ot the Port are of concern to the Port and 
need to be assessed carefully. SPA will use data to back up its concerns about the potential of 
residential property being included in waterfront development and what mitigation approaches 
could be adopted.  
 
Trade initiative continue to be received by SPA. SPA is discussing with proponents the adoption of 
affordable technologies aligned with the limited volume of these new trades without compromising 
on safety, environment and community impacts. 
 
 
Question: What is position of the CoA with the proposal to allow permanent residents? 
Answer: Paul Camins, City of Albany responded - at the moment there is no proposal to allow 
permanent residential in the precinct plan. They would have to go through a rather large process to 
have this happen.  With it being a working port if permanent residence were to go ahead, there 
would be a notice on their title about living within a working port. 
 
Question: You can build and adjust for permanent accommodation, you also become used to the 
noise over a time, but with short term accommodation I would have thought it would be worse, 
you are only there for a short period of time and therefore the noise would affect you. If you put 
short term accommodation there it would surely impact the motel eventually. The pressure on the 
city would also be impacted to make it financially viable. Why is it this short term accommodation 
ok? 
Answer:  Short or long term accommodation next to any transport corridor is an issue to the Port. 
The trade transport load will only increase over time. Trucks and train access the Port 24 hours per 
day, 7 days per week. It is essential that it remains open without any restriction if the community 
wants the Port to continue supporting 5 million ton of trade per annum and the 2,000 families who 
depend on grain and woodchip exports. 
 
Item 7  Harbour Master update 

Sumanth Surendran (Acting Harbour Master) 
After years of uncertainty with Grange the port finally decided to not wait any longer with the 
refurbishment of the navigation beacons in Princess Royal Harbour and King George Sound. In the 
last 5 years the port has refurbished and modified all navigation beacons. In the modifications we 
were able to modify beacons 4 & 10 to accommodate AWACS (scientific instruments for gathering 
weather and swell data). Using the data obtained from AWACS in conjunction with hydrographic 
surveys we are consulting hydrodynamic experts to facilitate a potential increase in maximum draft 
of vessels departing the Port of Albany. Eg: for every centimetre gain we could have anything 
between 40 to 70 tons of additional cargo added to departing vessel. 
 
A lot of you passing the marina would have seen the pilot boat with orange paint fading and 
bleached. This is being rectified by an appointment of a local paint contractor and working closely 
with the boat manufacturer. Bruce asked if the Mokare was structurally sound, Sumanth answered 
the boat was in top shape structurally and immaculately maintained.  
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Item 8  Environmental update 
Paul Mackey (Environment Manager) 

Paul presented UWA Fish Study a 6 minute DVD. 
 
Bruce Manning mentioned it is positive to see the port engaging UWA, the more we can get the 
University network in the community the better.  
 
The port has signed off on more sponsorship with the port working with UWA on seagull 
population.  
 
 
Question:  Are you hoping to continue the study? 
Answer:  Yes we will continue to repeat for a few more years, see how the data lines up. 
 
Aquaculture Updates 
Paul presented a power point on Aquaculture Updates and the existing leases in King George 
Sound, north and south of Mistaken Island.  There is some consolidation going on in the lessees and 
one lease holder who appears to be interested in taking over any available. The other lease is 
approx 110 hectares and has been held by one operator for a long time, but has not been used.  
 
The hatchery is to be upgraded with support of $2.3m funded from CRF through Department of 
Fisheries (DoF).SPA is working with DoF to facilitate their new proposal to bring the hatchery up to 
2016 standards and expectations including a seawater intake and outfall. 
 
South Coast Aquaculture Development Zone Steering Group (SCADZ) 

 $1.66 million project to develop an 'investment ready' aquaculture zone/zones along South 
Coast WA (announced July 2016) to be funded through RfR; 

 3 year project undertaken in stages; 
 Aim: slash approval time/red tape & cut costs; 
 A representative from GSDC  &  Nicolas Fertin, CEO, who will represent SPA, will participate 

in the Steering Group; 
 Reviewing areas between Cape Leeuwin to Israelite Bay.  

 
DoF have appointed Mike Pengelly as Zones Project Manager for the SCADZ project. 
 
Question:  The large lease area has not been very well utilised over the years. What is the lease 
time and how will you ensure the lease time is used more effectively? 
Answer:  This is a discussion the SPA and Fisheries are having at present; we do acknowledge 
this is an issue (‘real estating’) and there are modern commercial terms that can be applied at lease 
expiry/rollovers.  It will be discussed and resolved among the various stakeholders/agencies.  
 
Question:  What is the term of the leases? 
Answer:  I think about 5 year terms with successive options to roll over.   
 
Question:  Will there be more aquaculture leases available in future? 
Answer:  Aquaculture lots are under review at both PoA and PoE. We need to be careful with 
the movement of shipping and the channel. This is something the port is working through. 
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Question:  Paul mentioned project ready options, what is it specifically to be used for? 
Answer:  Molluscs and shell fish type activity (likely mussels, oysters & abalone).  

 
Item 9  Media  

Nicolas Fertin (General Manager) 
The Southern Ports Authority Annual Report was released approx. 4-5 weeks ago. The port has 
reduced revenue per ton and increased profitability. SPA has increased the sponsorship funding by 
6%.  
 
 
Item 10 Small change to PCCC Terms of Reference 

Nicolas Fertin (General Manager) 
Nicolas circulated a copy of the updated Terms of Reference with small changes.  
 
Delete point ‘2.0 (c) New members will be chosen by PCCC’ as anyone can nominate for committee 
and the Board will ratify as in point (f) 

Replace the wording on point 3.0 with ‘Meeting shall be held a minimum of 3 times per year. SPA 
Port of Albany will be responsible for organising the meeting venue and providing secretariat 
services.’ 
 
The meeting noted the changes.  
 
To be endorsed by the Board. 
 
Item 12 Question and answer session 
Question:  What is the situation with a container trade at the Port of Albany? Is it a possibility 
for something in the future? 
Answer:  Containerisation, you would need to think about what is inside the container. We 
need to think about import or exports in the region.  

Frozen meat – there is a study demonstrating it would need to be transported as fast as it can to its 
destination. If you stored it for too long it would be very expensive.  
In terms of imports volume plays a big part.  
 
We will continue to monitor and have the privilege to have the example of containerisation from 
the Port of Esperance as an example to learn from. 
 
Simon Fretton, Business Development Manager, provided information about a small container 
operation the port came close to in 2008. The way it developed, the company was going to rely on a 
shuttle service that BHP Nickel Mine at Ravensthorpe had to bring in sulphur to Esperance then 
return product in containers to the smelter in QLD, they had spare capacity in their schedule. They 
seriously considered bringing in steel product like coil and roll steel with intention temporary 
storing in Albany then roading it to Perth. Then BHP closed the operation, the rest is history. 
 
This is an example of a small coastal container service that might have created a momentum to 
develop further. 
 
Every 2 or 3 years GSDC and PoA do a review of the feasibility study of the idea on containers.  
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Question: Does the port have tours for the public? 
Answer:  Paul Mackey responded for community groups and schools we do on a request basis. 
Not so much on an individual basis. Please contact reception if interest, it will need to be a BYO bus. 
There is now a quiet an involved security protocol to go through for visitors to the port.  
 
Nicolas Fertin, CEO, mentioned PoE hold tours fortnightly on a Saturday morning and PoB is looking 
at it now to also include port users opening up their doors.  
 
Cass Porter, (SPA Board member) mentioned the port did run the tours through the Visitors Centre, 
they were very popular to start with but slowly stopped with not enough interest being shown. 
 
Question:  Is there any update on the appointment of a new General Manager? 
Answer:  Yes, the new GM will be appointed by the SPA Board at the next meeting 17 
November 2016. 
 
Question:  ‘The Shipping Lane’ and interpretive signage for the Ellen Cove Board walk was 
discussed about 6 months, has anything progressed on that? 
Answer:  This was a CoA concept with the port looking at possibly including the pilot cottages 
in this. It was in the very earlier stages, being run with FORM and Adam Cousins, CoA. Jane 
mentioned it would be very important to keep the community informed on this. There was a draft 
model which I have seen, but it hasn’t yet gone out for community consultation. Paul Camins, CoA,  
suggested to give Adam a call. 
 
Question:  Jane mentioned she was very excited the port has offered to try and take on the 
headstones for the Middleton Beach group. There was 1200 poppies in 5 big headstones to 
commemorate when the ships left Albany in 1914. The idea is they might be on display for when 
the cruise ships visit Albany. Jane wanted to acknowledge it is a great relief that there will be a 
usage for these and they will be seen by the public.  
Answer:  Paul responded with an update on where the port is at with this project - as of 
yesterday it has been added to the project schedule, a meeting will be organised to work towards 
the design and utility of this.  
 
Question:  How does the port prevent illegal things and person entering the port from the 
ships? 
Answer:  Department of Immigration and Border Protection monitors and vets all the crew 
who come aboard the ship and have crew visas that allow them to come ashore. Crews of certain 
nationalities who have a potential to desert ship are closely monitored and supervised. Certain 
ships or companies or nationalities that have a history of deserting ship can be black listed and 
closely scrutinised. The Department of Immigration and Border Protection notification line allows 
all personnel who work within the Port environment to report any suspicious activity or personnel 
within the maritime security zone. CCTV camera has been operated by Department of Immigration 
and Border Protection for many years and has now been enhanced by the Ports CCTV network 
which operates 24 hours. 
 
 
Nicolas mentioned he wanted to highlight that within the structure of SPA we have established in 
Albany the Financial Management team, including employing 2 new staff members. Sophie Beech 



 

 
Page 7 of 7 

 

and Charlie Brearley. The team will be working across the 3 ports running the financial management 
and reporting. 
 

Gail was acknowledge and thanked for her time and work over the last 2 years.  
 
At the end of the meeting some of the Committee members were give a tour of the Port Theatre. 
 
Proposed 2017 meeting schedule 
7 February    9 May  
8 August    14 November 
 
Meeting closed 6:22pm 


