
 

 

PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE - BUNBURY 

WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER 2018 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike Ansell (Chairman) 
Anne-Louise Dubrawski 
Brian Rettinger (Deputy Chair) 
Derek Lee 
Mark Ritchie 
Michael Pekin 
Monique Warnock 
Murray Webb 
 

Nicolas Pozniakov 
Raymond Jordan 
Tresslyn Smith 
Darren Lambourn (GM, PoB) 
Duncan Gordon (HSE Mngr) 
Nathan Piacentini (Mgr Operations) 
Kylie Astbury (Communications) 
Carol McKenzie (Committee Secretary) 
 
 

   
APOLOGIES Fiona Fitzgerald 

Tim Lee Steere 
 
                                                                                

Kaitlyn Proctor 
Darren Chapman 
 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 5:03pm. 
 
Mike Ansell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
M Ansell welcomed John Saunders to the meeting and recognised his seventeen years of 
service to the Committee and all the work he contributed to establish the Committee in the 
community. D Lambourn thanked John on behalf of Bunbury Port Authority and Southern 
Ports for his work with the Committee and for the value the Committee has in the community 
and presented John with a small gift. 
 
John Saunders shared a few words about the history of his time spent on the Committee and 
emphasised the importance of the Committee in the community. 
 
5:15 pm John Saunders left the meeting 
 
M Ansell announced that Tim Lee Steere has resigned from the Committee due to health 
reasons. 
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
M Warnock declared that the successful applicant of the Port Tours is one of her clients and 
that there was a possibility of her doing their public relations works. 

 
2. Minutes Of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting from 5 September 2018 were confirmed by the Committee 
members as true and correct. 
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3. Matters Arising From Previous Minutes 
 
D Lambourn stated that the Revised Inner Harbour Structure Plan is planned to be submitted 
for approval to the Board at the March Board meeting.  D Lambourn advised that he will give 
a detailed presentation at the next PCCC meeting (Action). 
 
M Warnock spoke about the Revised Inner Harbour Structure Plan and the issue the Council 
has with the Main Roads Bunbury Outer Ring Road project and their consideration for any 
future expansion of the Port. D Lambourn stated that Southern Ports are in discussions with 
Main Roads and that Main Roads have a copy of the draft Revised Inner Harbour Structure 
Plan. D Lambourn stated that he would be happy to organise a meeting with the Bunbury 
Outer Ring Road Committee, Southern Ports and members of the PCCC. 
 
D Lambourn stated that due to the cancellation of the November Board meeting the 
Stakeholder function has been rescheduled for February 2019. (Action)  M Ansell explained 
to members that the Stakeholder Function is a good opportunity for members to meet and 
have discussions with other Port Stakeholders. 
 
D Gordon stated that there has been a delay in Detailed Site Investigation Report in the 
Outer Harbour due to methodology concerns put forward by Southern Ports which are now 
being addressed. A presentation will be given at the next PCCC meeting. (Action) 
 
D Gordon stated that the Sediment Monitoring report will be sent out to members with the 
Minutes and gave a brief summary of the report outlining that there are no major concerns 
for Koombana Bay. (Action). 
 
D Lambourn advised that Gary Wilson had resigned from Southern Ports and apologised 
that invitations for the Amity Challenge Oil Spill media exercise were not sent to members. 
 
D Lambourn announced that Go West were the successful tenderer for the Port Tours. 
Southern Ports is drafting a licence under which the port tours will be operated.  Go West 
are still to provide their business method proposal for the tours. An update will be given at 
the next PCCC meeting. (Action). 
 
K Astbury spoke about the Stakeholder Survey results and stated that the results are in the 
Annual Report on pages 66 and 67. The Annual Report has been provided to members. 
 
K Astbury stated that Gary Wood is the Board Director for the Bunbury area and that 
Committee members can also contact the Chair, Rob Cole through the Board Secretary Peta 
Trigwell. 
 
4. Port Trade And Project Updates (Nathan Piacentini) 
 
N Piacentini provided the following update: 
 
Trade through the Port has been busy with December being the second busiest time of the 
year.  2.6 million tonnes of product will have moved through Berth 8 so far this financial year.  
The berth occupancy rate has dropped but the loading rates have increased. 

 
Berth 5 will be getting busier with Albemarle coming into the port early next year bringing in 
mainly break bulk cargo which will be stored at the back of Berth 5. A laydown area is being 
prepared with ground levelling, drainage and dust control measures.  

 
The Bunge canola stock pile has now been moved to the old Power Station lay down area. 

 
There have been a number of queries regarding storage at the old Power Station site. 
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Long Term Bauxite is currently going through the approval process with the Government. 
 
A new Port User will be commencing in December being Image Resources who will be 
exporting heavy mineral concentrate.  

 
M Warnock asked if there would be a media report on the new Port User and stated that it 
would be interesting for the community to hear what is happening in the Port.  T Smith 
enquired why the product would be going through Bunbury and N Piacentini stated that 
Bunbury has better access and is quicker for the movement of the product. M Ansell asked if 
there are any issues the community needs to be aware or regarding the heavy mineral 
product.  N Piacentini stated that the product was already going through Iluka and Cristal so 
there are no issues. 
 
M Ansell asked if Albemarle would be exporting any product.  D Lambourn stated that at 
present it will mainly be importing of general cargo but once a rail line has been established 
they will then look at export. 
 
M Ansell asked about works in the port over the Christmas period.  N Piacentini stated that 
the stevedores shut on Christmas day only but other than that the port runs as usual. 

 
 
5. Environmental Report (D Gordon) 
 
D Gordon, HSE Manager, provided the following update: 
 
A further three biosecurity sentinel beehives have been deployed around the port reserve to 
pick up any exotic diseases that may come in on vessels.  This is a combination of Federal 
and State biosecurity.  Southern Ports will be advised of the results of all the checks done by 
Biosecurity. 
 
We will be receiving the results of the Outer Harbour detailed investigation in the new year. 
 
The new process with the Department of Water and Environmental Regulations (DWER) to 
approve one-off or trial shipments to shorten the approval period to thirty days is complete.  
A risk assessment will be done on each product with low risk product approvals being thirty 
days. The higher the product risk the longer the approvals will take.   
 
The Port has been working with the City of Bunbury on the mosquito issue and control 
program is working very well within the Port 
 
At present there have been no sightings of Corellas in the port. M Warnock stated that there 
are small flocks in the East Bunbury area and that culling should commence in the next 
couple of weeks. 
 
The Port had a visit from the Department of Water and Environment Regulation (DWER) 
regarding the Environmental Licence.  DWER representatives were taken on a tour to 
familiarise them with the Bunbury Port area.  The Environmental Licence will now be a risk 
based licence which will set more prescriptive requirements that will then give more certainty 
to Port Users. 
 
The Port is currently going out for quotes on a real time noise monitoring system to monitor 
the extent of trucking noise in the area.  Discussions were had at the Port User Committee 
meeting regarding the responsibility of the Port and noise control and the Port reinforced the 
need for Users to keep trucking companies well informed on noise requirements. Discussion 
was had about what could be done around the noise issue.  D Lambourn stated that most 
trucks accessing the port use Willinge Drive.  N Piacentini stated that trucks are inspected 
every six weeks for safety, drug testing and border security.  
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There was an issue with self-combustion of the biomass at the WAPRES site.  WAPRES 
dealt with the issue around the clock dousing the stockpile with water and moving the 
biomass around.  This has proved to be a very costly exercise for WAPRES. The wind 
direction helped with keeping the smoke away from East Bunbury.  
 
 
6. Marine Update (D Lambourn) 
 
D Lambourn provided the following marine update: 
 
Gary Wilson has resigned from Southern Ports and at present the interim Harbour Master is 
Rob Lovell, being the Esperance Deputy Harbour Master.  Les Turner is the deputy Harbour 
Master based in Bunbury. 
 
The dredging program for this year is now complete.  The Port uses a dredging company 
based in Cockburn Sound which reduces the cost of the program.  The dredging forms part 
of the annual maintenance dredging campaign and in preparation for the cruise ship season. 
 
There are three cruise ships due in the coming season. 
 
7. Southern Ports Update (Darren Lambourn) 

 
D Lambourn provided the following Southern Ports update: 
  
A new CEO has not been appointed yet and at the moment there are a number of Acting 
General Manager roles.  Once the new CEO has been appointed roles should stabilize. 
 
The Port has undertaken a large amount of training for staff due to the Provisional 
Improvement Notices. A presentation on psychosocial hazards will be compiled and 
presented to the Port User Committee and the PCCC. There has been an increase in 
psychosocial hazards across all general work places and all companies should keep well 
informed of potential impacts. 
 
D Lambourn is scheduled to meet with the Forest Products Commission soon who may 
potentially be opening up new forest resources which may aid woodchip exports through 
Bunbury. 
 
Southern Ports is focused on productivity through the Port and there is currently a business 
case underway for the expansion of Berth 8 and for the building of a new bridge near Turkey 
Point to make a second entrance into the Port area. The new bridge will assist with general 
public access directly to Turkey Point and remove the interaction with port traffic. 
 
D Gordon spoke about a change in the Maritime Security Identification Card (MSIC) 
requirements in the Bunbury Port and the introduction of a Port Access Card (PAC). MSIC’s 
are required for personnel with a work operational need to access the Berth areas which are 
under the control of Border Security, whilst PAC’s will be for personnel with a work 
operational need for all other areas of the port.  
 
M Ritchie enquired whether the Port sees a possibility with the Myalup Wellington Agriculture 
business in the port.  D Lambourn stated that the Port is here to facilitate trade and 
encourages enquiries.  Due to financial constraints on the Government any new berths or 
expansion will require investment from private enterprise.  M Warnock stated that she would 
provide a copy of the Bunbury Growth Plan to be distributed to the PCCC members. 
 
Westports is ongoing with a submission being released to Cabinet.  Bunbury is at the 
forefront but will need to deepen the channel to allow for larger ships to come into the port.  
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T Smith enquired whether the Port would need environmental approval to blast the basalt 
rock to deepen the channel.  D Gordon stated that he is not sure but methods for removing 
rock have improved over the years since the inner harbour was originally dredged in the 
1970’s. 
 
8. Media (Kylie Astbury) 
 
Kylie Astbury provided the following media update: 
  
Southern Ports – Bunbury have generally received positive reports in the media particularly 
around the environmental approvals for the new lithium plant.   
 
Three cruise ships are due into Bunbury this season 
 
Peta Rule is monitoring social media around Bunbury. 
 
A community piece was done around Southern Ports sponsorship of the Bunbury Men of 
Song 20th anniversary concert. 
 
The Amity Challenge in Albany attracted a large media piece.  The Amity Challenge was an 
emergency oil spill training exercise conducted over the course of a week and involved 
participants from all over the state and local government agencies.  The oil spill booms were 
physically deployed and all emergency equipment was used and tested.  The purpose of the 
challenge was to learn how long it would take to respond to an emergency situation.  The 
only negative media report concerned a photo on Facebook where a toy pelican used in the 
exercise was mistakenly thought to be real. 
 
A new induction process for new PCCC members is being drafted for roll out across the 
three Ports.  The induction and information packs will provide information about the role as a 
PCCC member, Confidentiality Agreements and general information about the Port.  We are 
looking at potentially holding a welcome meeting and Port Tours for new members. 
 
9. Community questions 
 
R Jordan enquired about who owns the land between the fenced area where the cattle are 
currently being held and the round-about on Willinge Drive and Estuary Road.  D Gordon 
stated that the area was owned by Main Roads.  N Piacentini stated that the Port owns the 
cattle and we have a contractor who manages the cattle. 
 
10. Any Other Business 
 
B Rettinger enquired about how many meetings are being held in a year and was advised 
that we have moved from six meetings to four meetings to align with the PCCC’s in Albany, 
Bunbury and Esperance. 
 
The dates for the meetings in 2019 will be sent to members. 
 
Meeting closed at 6:47 pm 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 6th March 2019 
 
 
Mike Ansell 
Chairman 
Community Consultation Committee - Bunbury 
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ACTION ITEM LIST 

FROM MINUTES OF PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE - BUNBURY 

5 December 2018 

 

ITEM NO ACTION DATE AROSE ACTION BY STATUS 

4. 
Update members on the approved  Revised Inner Harbour 

Structure Plan 
5 Dec 2018 D Lambourn  

4. 
Stakeholder meeting with Board rescheduled for February 

2018.  Invitations will be sent out. 
5 Dec 2018 D Lambourn  

5. 
Present report on Detailed Site Investigation in the Outer 

Harbour 
5 Dec 2018 D Gordon  

5. Present update on the Sediment Monitoring 5 Dec 2018 D Gordon Appendix will be sent with the Minutes 

7. Update to be given on Port Tours 5 Dec 2018 D Lambourn  

8. Presentation of Survey Results 5 Dec 2018 K Astbury 
K Astbury pointed members to pages 66 and 67 for 

the report on the Survey results. 

8. Advise Committee who their Board Member is 5 Sept 2018 D Lambourn  

The local Director is Gary Wood. The contact e-mail 

for Directors (via the Board Secretary)  is 

board@southernports.com.au  

 

 


