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ALBANY PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Meeting  
Tuesday 26 March 2019, 3:00pm 

Port of Albany, Board Room 
85 Brunswick Road, ALBANY 

PRESENT: 
Committee members: 
Chair      Chris Gunby 
Department of Transport  Noel Chambers 
Community Representatives  Ian Moss 
       Leanne Marsden 
       Anthony Moir 
       Christine Kershaw 
       Neil Worrell 
       Tony Harrison 
City of Albany representative  Andrew Sharpe 
 
Southern Port (SP): 
CEO      Steve Lewis 
Interim General Manager  Dale Lindkvist 
Commercial Manager   Jared Brotherston 
Environment Manager   Paul Mackey 
Environment Officer   Rachael Goetze 
Safety & Security Officer  Scott Macaulay 
Port Engineer    Graeme Poole 
Office Coordinator (Minutes)  Denise Fisher 
 
DPIRD      Mike Pengelly 
 
APOLOGIES: 
Simon Lyas  
Jane Mouritz    
Julie-Anne Gray 
 
The meeting was opened by Chris Gunby who welcomed the new committee members and visiting presenters 
and thanked everyone for their time today. The meeting was requested for the committee to be informed on 
the South Coast Aquaculture Development Zones (SCADZ) in Albany and Port Waters. SP employees were 
also invited to join the meeting. 
 
Round the table of introductions were completed. 
 
We are in the early stages of the process in facilitating aquaculture in Albany Waters. No papers were 
forwarded to the committee before the meeting as SP is keen for more discussion and to present visuals. 
 
Jared Brotherston presented a power point to the meeting. Key points taken from the presentation included: 
 

• ‘Making it easier for aquaculture development in port waters’ is a government initiative 
• DPIRD has been engaging with SP since early in 2017 
• SP has developed the proposed framework which has been accepted by DPIRD and will likely be 

rolled out to other WA ports 
• DPIRD is at the informal consultation stage 
• Formal stakeholder consultation has yet to begin 
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• Approval from Minister for Ports will be required 
• SP has representation on the Department of Finance Ports Working Group and Steering Groups. The 

working groups objectives are: 
o To identify sites suitable for aquaculture in port controlled waters 
o To develop guidelines and standard protocols for allocating tenure within port waters 
o Report to the Minister for Transport and Minister for Fisheries with agreed actions 

• Draft documentation in relation to the proposed framework is being developed by SP and will be 
with DPIRD for initial consideration soon. 

Q: What stage has been completed? Has a risk assessment been completed by the port? 
A: A historical risk assessment at a very high level has been completed. DPIRD have areas they are 

interested in, we are moving to the point where the port has input, but no formal processes have yet 
begun as the framework and documentation have not yet been finalised or approved. 

Jared Brotherston presented the Draft Framework – Aquaculture in Port Waters noting the following key 
aspects: 

• The proponent will deal with DPIRD primarily 
• SP interfaces with DPIRD only 
• SP will have a final right of veto over both areas and proponents 
• DPIRD can charge commercial rates (not strictly available to SP if it were to contract directly with 

proponents) 
• No need to amend the gazetted Port waters 
• The risks – SP will only receive a peppercorn rent from DPIRD and SP needs to now proactively assess 

DPIRD’s proposed areas. 

The proposed framework should have minimal (if any) effect on the existing aquaculture licences already in 
place. It will, however, provide opportunities to align current proponents under the proposed framework 
when the exiting arrangements expire. 

Q: A previous planning exercise has been undertaken for the Albany harbours, that has already 
 identified areas for aquaculture. Yet these areas have not been fully used. Shouldn’t we be utilising 
 these zones rather than creating new ones? 
A Mike Pengally replied he will reply to the question in his presentation. 

Mike Pengally thanked Jared and SP for the opportunity to present to the meeting. Key points taken from 
the presentation are: 

• Labour government is committed to grow aquaculture in WA 
• Existing Albany Shellfish Hatchery was created in mid 90s, it has ageing existing infrastructure. With 

growing demand for high quality spat, there was recognition of the need for government support to 
grow local shellfish industry. The new hatchery was officially opened in December 2017. Spat was 
already being produced and shipped around the state to new and existing production areas. 

• SCADZ has been funded through Royalty for Regions with funding amount of $1.3 million with 
further  in-kind contribution from DPIRD of nearly $400,000 

• Creation of an aquaculture development zone (ADZ): 
o The Minister has the power under FRMA Act 1994 to declare an area of WA waters to be an 

aquaculture development zone 
o Near shore waters 
o Approvals require health, social, regulatory and environmental agencies 
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o There are two existing approved ADZ – Kimberly for Barramundi and Midwest for yellowtail 
Kingfish 

o Benefits of creating zone – proponent will apply to DPIRD to licence and lease, they come in 
to an area pre-approved which has gone through rigorous process 

• Initial scope of the project was assessment of 800 linear km of coastline, Augusta to Isralite Bay, with 
a massive task to narrow down to realistic and usable aquaculture sites 

• Consultation with existing industry, to create site specific requirements. After investigation DPIRD 
came up with something that fits the criteria, near a town, boat ramps, proximity to being able to be 
monitored, environment and social conditions, water depth, quality and hydrodynamics, food 
availability, physical size requirements for commercial viability, health considerations to enable sale 
of the shellfish 

• DPIRD conducted a detailed desktop assessment of possible sites, spent 2 weeks traveling and 
looking to identify sites 

• Sites that were investigated according to their potential suitability were ranked high, moderate, low 
and very low 

• The Albany component of the proposed SCADZ comprises of 5 sites with a total area of nearly 1500 
hectares 

DPIRD are meeting with the CoA councillors tonight and Peter Watson MLA. Also will be meeting with the 
Princess Royal Sailing Club. 

Q: How intense is the infrastructure in the sound?  Will it be affecting the whales? 
A: At this stage we don’t know, it will take about 12 month. We will be consulting with Department of 
 Environment. The interaction with the sea lions and bird life will also be taken into account 

Q:  What is the timing for the zones in Albany to put out to market? 
A: It is difficult to say, after consultation, then agency consultation and input, EPA assessment and 

approval, it could be 12-18 months. Then Ministerial approval, potentially the end 2020.  

Q: Given the feedback, conflict and history, why doesn’t the Department simply get rid of the Shoal Bay 
proposed area? 

A: Thanks, potential proponents are looking for a range of areas and we need to attempt to find a 
range of suitable sites for them.  

A query is there heavy metal contaminated sediment in the harbour?  The Albany Harbours have a long 
history and these factors need to be assessed in detail through an environmental referral and assessment 
process.    

Comment with the economics from leases, price of product fluctuate, competition, sustainability, what 
happens to the infrastructure if left behind if they walk off? 

Mike Pengelly replied, we have serious proponents currently expressing interest in getting in now and 
setting up infrastructure to standard to sell to local market and export. 

Mike Pengelly commented we have undertaken community consultation with 400 responses, the agencies 
are committed to doing more leg work, radio interviews and one on one. The Minister is keen to take on 
board comments and look at what is more suitable. 
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Chris Gunby commented the PCCC moving forward needs to know what the process is from now. The PCCC 
has concerns for the Port as dredging and maintaining the channel still needs to be actioned unaffected by 
aquaculture.  

Jared Brotherston commented anecdotal reports from some people suggest that the aquaculture operators 
like the increased sedimentation of dredging for productivity and hypothetically if we gave them 6 months’ 
notice they would harvest and/or adjust their stocks and operations accordingly. 

SP Albany environment team stated that whilst prospective operators may state this now, in our real-world 
experience, as soon as there is talk of a dredging program aquaculture and commercial fishers go on the 
offensive and request claims, (both compensation for impact and subsequent post-project (i.e. seasonal) 
stock losses).   

Comment the area marked in Shoal Bay needs to take into consideration all users of that area from the 
caravan park to Camp Quaranup, not just the water ski area before the final shape is finalised. DPIRD 
confirmed that consultation is extensive, but is exactly that – consultation, at some point decisions will be 
made on balance. 

Q: There have previously been aquaculture areas around Misery Beach with uptake over 20 years really 
low.  It has been sitting with one proponent and never used, why double it?  Further, the site 
extension is deep water and not suitable for the intended purpose of mussel and oyster aquaculture.   

A: Mike replied times have changed. There are proponents waiting to take on these sites. 

Chris Gunby commented he would really like to see a risk assessment undertaken by Port of Albany. We will 
have the opportunity at our next PCCC meeting to review the sites and feed into the ports risk assessment.  

Chris closed the meeting and thanked the committee, SP employees and Mike Pengelly for his presentation 
and attending.  

Meeting closed at 4.30pm. 


